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the benefit must result to the Union. ... I hope the business may be effected in a proper manner, for it is (I believe) the most extensive theatre for the display of skill and industry which can be found on this globe, But I fear that our minds are not yet enlarged to the size of so great an object, and I am thoroughly persuaded that the attempt at, and still more the execution of, any little scheme may probably frustrate, and certainly postpone, that which.is alone worthy of notice."
On the 2ist of June Mr. and Mrs. Morris started on their journey through New York, to inspect the country through which the new canal was to be built. Their route lay, after reaching Albany, through what is now the admirably cultivated, picturesque farming country of the State. Then it required a far-seeing vision to picture what it might be in the future ; for the woods were still standing, the roads of the most questionable description, and the inns, as a rule, insufferably bad. " I am perfectly convinced," Morris said, after a careful inspection of rivers and creeks, " that unless the waters of Lake Erie are used, every attempt at a useful inland navigation must fail."
Arrived at Niagara, on the Canada side, July 2jd,-Morris notes : "Very little improvement here since my last visit, and in that short space the other side, from being a wilderness, has become in a degree.a cultivated country. Say what they will of republican government, and it has no doubt its dark side, none other is so favorable to the multiplication of the human race and the decoration of the earth within its limits."
" About noon [July 25th] I walk to a shop, and ask for hair-ribbon, There is but one piece, and that very bad, such as I purchased at Utica for five cents. The honest dealer asks twelve and a half. The Utica man gave twentyor even the greater part, of the burden, when the far greater part ofhat I discovered; but that must bed the attempt to frighten England by commercial sue- done for England, just now, would be to persuade Napoleon to incorporate the (late Austrian) Netherlands with the Kingdom of Holland. .                ......
